
Small sewing kits comes in handy more times than you think. How many times

have you been out in public, and the hem of your dress came out?  Or the seam of

a blouse came unraveled? 

With a few simple supplies, you can make sewing kits for yourself and others.

Better yet, you can make several, and tuck them into a stocking. 

Do you have to fill a boy’s or man’s stocking?  Add one to theirs, too. You can create

a male version of the sewing kits just by using a more masculine or camouflage

color.

Sewing kits can be made in two sizes. The first one resembles a matchbook, and

has fewer options, yet still contains the basic necessities.

The second version is slightly larger, and holds a wider color range of thread, a

thimble, and possibly a small pair of scissors.

And sewing kits aren’t just for your purse.  Put one in the glove compartment of

your car, a desk drawer at the office, and even one in the supply closet in your

classroom or at church!

Purse-size Sewing Kits



Purse-size Sewing Kits (continued...)

Version One - Matchbook Sewing Kit

Supplies:

Heavy cardstock paper·        

7/8” Ribbon to match·        

Scissors·        

Glue Stick·        

Stapler·        

Sewing Needle·        

3 Buttons (assorted sizes and colors)·        

3 colors Thread (use neutral colors to match almost any outfit)·        

Small Safety Pins·        

1” x 2” plastic zip-top bag

Directions:

Size 1: 2” x 6”   - outside of the sewing kit·        

Size 2: 1” x 1/2" – thread holder

Cut the cardstock into two sizes. 

·        



Purse-size Sewing Kits (continued...)
Version One - Matchbook Sewing Kit

Directions:

Cut a strip of ribbon 6” long. Glue the ribbon to the center of the 2” x 6” strip.

Fold the bottom end of the card approximately 1/2".

In the thread holder, cut 3 notches along each side.  Cut small, short slits on three

of the extruding pieces (this is to keep the thread from unraveling.) Wrap a length

of thread in each notched section – approximately 4’ of thread



Purse-size Sewing Kits (continued...)
Version One - Matchbook Sewing Kit

Directions:

Place one needle, buttons, thread card, and 3 small safety pins in the zip-top bag. 

 Close the bag. Tap the bag so all of the sewing supplies are at the top, leaving an

air space at the bottom.

Insert the bag into the folded card.  Staple through the card and air space of the

bag. Fold the top portion of the kit over, tuck into the bottom tab, and crease.

Your kit is ready!



Purse-size Sewing Kits (continued...)

Version Two - Drawstring  Bag Sewing Kit

Supplies:

Fabric – any cotton fabric will work.  If you want to give it a vintage

feel, make them out of old feed sacks.  And for the men, consider

camouflage, or a more masculine print!        

Scissors or a Self-healing cutting board and a Rotary cutter    

Matching Thread       

Cording – thick yarn, jute and small gauge rope works well     

Sewing Kit in a Plastic Box      

Small Embroidery Scissors       

Medium to Large Safety Pin

Directions:

Cut fabric into a 5-1/2” x 13” rectangle.



Purse-size Sewing Kits (continued...)
Version Two - Drawstring  Bag Sewing Kit

Supplies:

Fabric – any cotton fabric will work.  If you want to give it a vintage

feel, make them out of old feed sacks.  And for the men, consider

camouflage, or a more masculine print!        

Scissors or a Self-healing cutting board and a Rotary cutter    

Matching Thread       

Cording – thick yarn, jute and small gauge rope works well     

Sewing Kit in a Plastic Box      

Small Embroidery Scissors       

Medium to Large Safety Pin

Directions:

Cut fabric into a 5-1/2” x 13” rectangle.



Purse-size Sewing Kits (continued...)
Version Two - Drawstring  Bag Sewing Kit

Fold fabric in half, right side together. Pin together, if desired. Sew a 1/2" seam

along both sides, leaving the top open.

Directions:

Press the seams open. Considering this is a small bag, this may get tricky. I open

the seams on both sides, then line them up. Holding them together, I iron both of

them at the same time.

To save yourself some grief later on in the project, it is a good idea to sew the sides

of the seams down approximately 1”. (You will thank me

later for this tip!)



Purse-size Sewing Kits (continued...)
Version Two - Drawstring  Bag Sewing Kit

Fold the top of the bag over 1/2" to 3/4".  Iron in place. Again, you are working with a

very small bag. Being very careful to sew only the folded side, sew along the

bottom of the fold all the way around the bag.

Turn the bag right side out.  Push the corners out so they are smooth. I find a

crochet hook works well for this, and won’t poke a hole in the fabric like the

pointed end of scissors have a tendency to do.

Next, find the center of your bag. Using the thumb and forefinger of each hand,

separate the channel so you can grasp just the front portion of the fabric. Using

embroidery scissors, cut a small slit in the fabric. Be careful not to cut through both

sides.

Cut a length of your preferred cording 18” long.  To keep it from unraveling and give

you a firm place to insert a safety pin, tape the ends.

Directions:



Purse-size Sewing Kits (continued...)
Version Two - Drawstring  Bag Sewing Kit

Insert the pointed end of the Safety Pin into the tape, and close.  Insert the head of

the pin into the slot.  Gently ease the pin through the channel, pulling the cording

with it.  To do this, hold the head of the pin and push the fabric along the shaft.

Then holding the head of the pen, straighten the fabric towards the end of the pin.

This should pull the cording through.  When you have made it completely around

the bag, exit the channel through the hole - opposite of where you started. 

Remember that tip for sewing the seams in place?  This is where it comes in handy.

Since you are working ‘blind’, it can be difficult to know where to insert the pin to

guide it between the seams, and not into the back of the seam. By sewing it in

place, the pin should move easily through those seams.

Once the cording is through, remove the pin and pull your cording ends even. Tie a

knot at the end of each one, and trim off the taped end.

All that’s left is to give your sewing kit bag a quick press, and you are ready to add

your box of supplies!

Directions:


